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Zacchaeus fi nds
a friend!

Here are some ideas for a toddler group session based on 
the story of Zacchaeus. It might fi t in well with the themes of friends, 

saying sorry, sharing, the seasons (autumn leaves) or a summer 
Teddy Bear’s picnic under shady trees.

Ready:
If you are planning a picnic and asking parents 

to bring sandwiches and drinks, decide what 

extra food your team might provide, e.g. 

cherry tomatoes, cocktail sausages etc. The 

children could decorate muffi  ns (cut in half) 

with friendly faces, using diced vegetables 

and raisins. For the story, tape paper to a wall 

and draw a tall tree trunk and bare branches 

(or use a real tree!). Draw and cut out a small 

picture of Zacchaeus (see activity sheet) and 

take a purse with coins in it. Cut out heart-

shaped (fi g) leaves for the children to colour. 

Bring some small pictures of a squirrel, a bird, 

a snail and a ladybird to hide in the tree later. 

Since Zacchaeus went to see who Jesus was, 

you might like to ask your church leader to 

advertise other activities or groups at church 

that parents might try. 

Teddy:
Sit all the teddies on a picnic rug with a doll’s 

hamper or a lunch box. 

Go:
Your aim is to deepen friendships within 

the group and to encourage the children to 

be friendly to one another, sharing, playing 

together and saying “hello” to anyone new. 

Storytelling tip:
As a way into the story, ask the children to 

colour the leaf shapes and bring them to 

the tree to be taped in position. Ask a helper 

to discreetly hide your pictures of small 

creatures under the leaves before the story!



The story: Zacchaeus finds a friend!

Leader:
Hello everyone! I want you to meet someone 

new! (show your picture of Zacchaeus) I wonder 

who this is? His name’s Zacchaeus! He’s not 

very tall, is he? Let’s say “hello” to Zacchaeus! 

All:
Hello Zacchaeus!

Leader:
That was very friendly! Now Zacchaeus lived in 

a beautiful city. It had lots of trees growing in 

it – tall trees with leafy branches that made a 

good hiding place for small creatures. I wonder 

if there’s anything hiding in our tree? Shall we 

have a look? (Look under the leaves to find your 
pictures of various creatures) 

Zacchaeus was lucky to live in such a beautiful 

place. He had a job and a big house and lots of 

money. He was rich! I wonder if he was happy? 

What do you think …? 

All:
Yes? 

Leader:
Well, you’d  think he was happy. But one thing 

that Zacchaeus didn’t have was any friends. 

And friends are very important! You see, no 

one liked Zacchaeus very much because he 

used to take money that belonged to other 

people ( jingle coins in a purse) and put it in his 

own pocket. That wasn’t very kind, was it? 

That was stealing!

At first, Zacchaeus loved to sit at his table, 

counting all the coins he had stolen. Count 

with me!

All:
One, two, three, etc … (count out some coins)

Leader:
But after a while, he began to feel rather 

lonely. “This money isn’t much good!” he 

said. “It doesn’t talk to me or ask me how I 

am feeling today. Something’s gone wrong. I 

need to make a change! But who will help me? 

I don’t have a friend in the whole wide world.” 

Can you think of anyone who could help 

Zacchaeus? ... Let’s see!

One day, as Zacchaeus sat all alone in his 

house, he heard some children playing 

outside. They were talking about someone 

called Jesus.

“Jesus is coming here today!” said one.

“I know,” said the other. “I can’t wait to see him! 

My mum says he is everybody’s friend.”

When Zacchaeus heard this, he sat up in 

his chair. What did the children say? A man 

called Jesus? Everybody’s friend? Coming 

here today? He would go and see who this 

Jesus was!

In the street, crowds of people were waiting 

for Jesus to arrive.

“Look! Here he comes!” shouted a boy.  

“Hello, Jesus!”

Zacchaeus tried to see over the heads of the 

people in front of him. He strained his neck. 

He stood on his tiptoes. But he was too short. 

He couldn’t see a thing! He tried to push his 

way to the front, but no-one would let him 

through. No-one liked him very much. Oh 

dear, what could he do?



Zacchaeus looked along the road. If only he 

was as tall as those trees! Ah … that’s when he 

had an idea! Can you guess what it was?

Yes! He ran on ahead until he found a tall fig 

tree. It had a grey trunk and leaves shaped like 

hearts. Quickly he climbed the tree and pulled 

himself up onto a strong branch. Can you 

pretend to climb a tree like Zacchaeus? 

All:
(All mime climbing) 

Leader:
(Tape Zacchaeus into tree) There! That was 

much better! Now he could see everything 

that was going on. Jesus was coming along the 

road towards him. Zacchaeus watched him. He 

was smiling and talking to everyone. If only he 

could have a friend like that! (sadly) But that was 

impossible. No-one wanted to be his friend. 

Jesus was getting closer. At any moment 

he would be right underneath the fig tree. 

Zacchaeus peered down through the leaves … 

and gasped. Jesus was smiling right up at him.

“Zacchaeus, come on down!” he said in a 

friendly voice. “I’m coming to your house today.”

Zacchaeus was so surprised that he slid down 

the trunk and landed with a bump in front 

of Jesus. Leafy twigs stuck out of his hair. 

“My house is this way,” he said, smiling shyly. 

“Would you like to have tea with me?”

Song: 
(To the tune “Polly put the kettle on”)

Zacchaeus put the kettle on, (Repeat twice) 

To make Jesus tea!

Leader:
The people in the crowd began to grumble. 

“Jesus shouldn’t go to his house,” they 

muttered. Zacchaeus is no good.”

(slowly) But people can change if someone 

is kind to them. And that’s exactly what 

Zacchaeus did when Jesus made friends with 

him that day.

 “I’m sorry I’ve been so selfish,” said 

Zacchaeus. “From now on I’m going to share 

all my things, and I’m going to give back all the 

money that I stole from other people.”

Jesus was very pleased. “I’m so glad that I 

found you hiding up in that tree!” he said.

And Zacchaeus felt much better, too. He said 

“goodbye” to being unkind. 

All:
Goodbye! (wave)

Leader:
  ... and “hello” to lots of new friends! Let’s 

say “hello” to friends old and new here today! 

(encourage everyone to say “hello” or shake 
hands with each other!)

All:
Hello, hello, hello!

Prayer: 
Here’s a simple grace to sing before a picnic or 

refreshments, to the tune of “Hot Cross Buns”.

Picnic/biscuit time! Picnic/biscuit time! 

Thank you, God, for food and friends at picnic/

biscuit time! 

Try to be a good friend, smile at/share with 

someone new. 

They’ll be fun for everyone at picnic/biscuit 

time! Amen

Party bag: 
You might like to give the “Zacchaeus finds a 

friend!” activity sheet to parents so that they 

continue the themes of this session at home 

with their toddlers.
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Bedtime story: 
Zacchaeus fi nds a friend! (Luke 19:1-10)

Re-tell the story and chat about it together:

• I wonder what’s your favourite part of this story?

• I wonder why Zacchaeus didn’t have any friends?

• How do you think he felt having no friends?

• Who are your friends?

• I wonder why Jesus went to tea with Zacchaeus?

• What kind of things did they talk about on the way 

to Zacchaeus’ house?

• How did Zacchaeus feel having to give back the 

money he took from people? How would you feel?

• I wonder if Zacchaeus felt better when he said 

sorry for being unkind?

Let’s thank God for friends.

Game: Hide and seek
Colour the picture of Zacchaeus together and cut it out. 

Play a game of hide and seek in the garden or home, 

taking turns to hide Zacchaeus. Ask where Zacchaeus 

hid in the story. I wonder who found him there?

Prayer: Saying sorry
Chat about the fact that we all (even parents!) make 

mistakes. Explain that when we are rude or selfi sh or 

we are being unkind to other people we need to say 

sorry. Jesus always loves us and wants to help us to 

change for the better. 

Dear Jesus, I’m sorry that sometimes I am selfi sh and 
unkind. Thank you for forgiving me and always being my 
friend. Please help me to share my toys and to let others 
join in with my games. Show me how to be a good friend, 
like you! Amen.

Sharing
Most toddlers fi nd it very hard to 

share and this is nothing to worry 

about! Try the following activities, 

praising your child when they 

are generous.

• Set up a doll’s tea party and ask 

your child to share food equally 

between the plates.

• Ask someone new from toddler 

group to tea. You could make 

jam tarts or ice smiley faces on 

cup cakes to share. Encourage 

your child to share toys! 

• Ask your child to share out the 

cards for a game of “Snap” with 

you. “One for you and one for 

me,” etc.

• What would you give Jesus for 

his tea? Draw a picture of this on 

a paper plate.

Activity sheet: 
Zacchaeus fi nds a friend!
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