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Daniel in 
the Lions’ Den
Here are some ideas for your toddler group based on the 

story of Daniel (Daniel 6). The story fi ts in well with the 
themes of prayer, being brave or animals. 

Ready:
You might like to provide some paper plates for 
the children to decorate as lions’ faces. They 
could colour the centres with orange or yellow 
felt tips/paint. Provide coloured paper for them 
to tear into strips and glue on the rim for the 
mane. Draw on the features with black felt tips 
or cut out black triangles and circles for the 
nose and eyes.

Pack the story box/bag with two dolls simply 
dressed as Daniel and the king, a soft toy lion 
and an angel (optional).

Serve some animal-shaped biscuits or biscuits 
iced as lion faces at coff ee time!

Teddy: 
Today he could be “Prayer Bear”. Leave out some 
paper and a container and encourage adults 
and children to write and post a short prayer 
thanking God for something, or telling him about 
something they need help with/ to be brave about. 

Teddy could lead a group prayer with this 
rhyme/mime:
Teddy bear, teddy bear, 
Turn around, (circle) 
Teddy bear, teddy bear,
Touch the ground.(do so)
Teddy bear, teddy bear,
Climb the stairs, (walk on spot)
Teddy bear, teddy bear,
Say your prayers! (hands clasped)

Go:
Your aim is to show that God is the one who 
looks after us and can rescue and save us – even 
from the mouths of lions!

Storytelling tip:
As a ‘way in’ to the story, show the toy lion. Talk 
about real lions; where they live/ wild and fi erce/ 
big paws with scratchy claws/ sharp teeth in their 
strong jaws/mouths.

Pretend to be lions on all fours, then kneel 
back holding up front paws. Practice giving 
some loud roars! 

Replace the lion in the story box/bag, ready for 
the story.



The story:  
Daniel in the Lions’ Den

Leader:
There’s someone special in the story box/bag 

today. It’s someone called Daniel. Shall we call 

him and see if he’ll come out to say hello?

All:
(Calling) Daniel! Daniel!

Leader:
Ah, here he is! Hello, Daniel! Daniel loves God 

and he talks to him every day. He thanks God 

for looking after him and he asks God for any 

help that he needs.

Daniel is very clever. So clever, that he works 

for the king. He is the king’s best helper.

I wonder if the king is in the story box/bag. 

Yes, here he is! Look at his crown/cloak! The 

king lives in his palace. He’s a very important 

man, isn’t he? Let’s give three cheers for the 

king. Hip, hip . . . 

All:
Hooray! (Etc.)

Leader: 
Now Daniel and all the people knew the king 

was very important, so they  bowed down to 

him. (Make Daniel bow to the king.) Can you 

bow like Daniel . . ? 

But there was someone who was even 

more important than the king and that was 

God. Daniel loved God and every day he 

knelt down, bowed his head and talked or 

prayed to God. How many times a day did he 

pray? Not just once . . . not just twice . . . but 

THREE times a day! I’m sure that God was 

very pleased. He loves it when we talk to 

him to tell him our news and to ask for any 

help we need.

Nothing would stop Daniel from praying to God.

But one day the king made a very silly mistake. 

I wonder what that was? He thought he was 

SO important that all the people should bow 

down to him and not to anyone else – not 

even God!

The king said, (stern voice) “You can only bow 

down to me. If anyone disobeys me, they will 

be thrown into the lions’ den.”  (Show the lion.)

Oh, no! How frightening to be thrown in with 

the lions with their sharp teeth and their 

scratchy claws! Let’s hear that roar again . . . 

All:
ROAR!

Leader:
(Replace lion) Do you think that Daniel stopped 
praying to God? No, he didn’t. He knelt down 
and he bowed his head and talked to God not 
once . . . not twice . . . but THREE times a day, 
just like he always did.

Do you think Daniel was very brave? Yes, he 
was! But he knew that God loved him and 
would always look after him. He’s always 
looking after us, isn’t he?

One morning, someone told the king, “Guess 
what Daniel’s doing? He’s still bowing down 
to God. Now you’ll have to throw him into the 
lions’ den”.



Oh, dear! The king was very upset. Daniel was 

his best helper and his friend. He didn’t want 

him to be eaten by those hungry lions. But he 

couldn’t think how to save him.

So, at bedtime, Daniel was thrown to the lions. 

(Put Daniel in with the lion/s.)

The king called out in a sad voice, “I hope the 

God you love so much will save you!”

Then he went back to his palace. But he was 

so upset, that he couldn’t eat his supper. And 

when he went to bed, he couldn’t sleep. All he 

could think about were those fi erce lions. 

All:
ROAR!

Leader:
Before breakfast, the king got up and raced 

to the lions’ den to see if Daniel was all right. 

Do you think he was? Or do you think the lions 

had gobbled him up? Let’s help the king to call 

Daniel’s name?  

All:
Daniel, Daniel? Did God rescue you, Daniel?

Leader:
(After a pause, bring out Daniel.) Oh, thank 

goodness! God did rescue Daniel. There 

wasn’t even a scratch on him! “God sent an 

angel to close the lions’ mouths. They didn’t 

hurt me at all,” said Daniel.

The king was so happy  to have his friend and 

helper back again that he told all the people to 

bow down, not to him . . .  but to God.

“God is the one who can rescue and save 

us,” he said. “He has rescued Daniel from the 

mouths of the lions.” 

And God rescues and saves us, too. Hip, hip . . .  

All:
Hooray! (Etc.)

Prayer:
Dear God,

Sometimes we all feel a bit frightened or 

afraid. Help us to remember that you are 

always looking after us. And you can help us to 

be brave.

You are the God who loves us and who 

rescues and saves us. Thank you, God!

Amen 

Party bag:
Give out the Daniel in the lions’ den activity 

sheet to encourage parents to explore today’s 

themes at home.
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Just for parents:
Try reading the story of Daniel in a Bible. When 

Daniel was lifted from the lions’ den, he had no 

wounds ‘because he had trusted in God’. He was 

loyal to God despite the king’s order, and when 

he found himself in trouble, he trusted that God 

would save him.

We can deepen our trust in God by getting to 

know him better. We can listen to and ponder 

on the Bible story at toddler group, attend a 

family service or join a church Bible study group. 

Perhaps one could be set up with a group of 

toddler parents?

Our young children often need to be brave as they 

encounter so many new experiences every day: a 

visit to the doctor’s surgery, going to nursery, a tall 

slide at the playground, etc. How wonderful if we 

can pass on to them the knowledge that the one 

true God is always taking care of them, delights in 

listening to their simple prayers and wants to give 

them any help they need.
Finger food:
Try making a lion’s face with food to surprise 

your toddler. You could use half of a round 

bread roll, with grated cheese/carrot 

(mane), a cherry tomato cut in half (eyes), 

half a pitted black olive/grape (nose) or 

improvise! Pretend to be surprised when 

the features disappear - “Oh, you’ve eaten 

his nose!” Chat about the lions not eating 

Daniel! This is also a good way to encourage 

children to try new foods.

Prayer:
Try saying a simple prayer with your toddler three 

times a day:

• On waking, asking for help with anything 

happening that day 

• Thanking God for a meal

• At bedtime, telling God about the day

Let your toddler catch you praying and say, “Oh, 

I was just asking God to help me with my work/

shopping/cleaning today.”

An unexpected gift:
Perhaps you could buy your toddler a 

colourful first prayer book to enjoy together.

Story time:
Retell or play the story of Daniel with 

some toys. Wonder about it together:

• I wonder what Daniel liked to talk to God 

about in his prayers?

• I wonder how Daniel felt when the king 

tried to stop him from praying to God

• Do you think Daniel was brave to keep 

on praying?

• Do you think Daniel prayed when he was 

thrown in with the lions? What do you 

think he said?

• I wonder who God sent to help him?

• I wonder how the king felt when he saw 

that Daniel was not hurt

• I wonder if God likes us to talk to him 

every day

Activity sheet:  
Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
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